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  16 March, 2008
To the editor:

I feel that I must respond to the two Letters to the Editor of March 14th.  I stand by my statement that 70 automobiles racing on Lake Colby for two days could put hundreds of gallons of unburned gasoline, which includes benzene, a carcinogen, on the ice.  While modern computer-controlled cars will have as little as 2% of their fuel pass unburned, older less maintained cars can lose up to 15%.  According to Atmospheric Environment vol. 41 issue 2, Jan 2007, pp.227-237, measured emissions from autos in the Los Angeles area included over 13% liquid fuel.  Deposits increase with older cars and cold weather.  
According to the Adirondack Motor Enthusiasts Club website:  “So, the next time you look at that old Honda or Nissan Sentra sitting idly in your neighbor's driveway or backyard, visualize that it could be an AMEC ice racer (with YOU sitting behind the wheel and blasting ice from the drive wheels ".  My point was that those junkers put out more than ice. 
Section 11.3 of The Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan which was ratified by the Village Board in 2002 entitled Provide Access and recreation that is compatible with natural resource values  states that "access should be limited where uncontrolled public use of a recreational facility or public access site would impair the natural resources.  The Village contains many natural resources that need protection from potential public overuse including the banks of the Saranac River and the recreation surface use of Lake Flower and Lake Colby".
As to Dianna Trummer, who wrote that the Lake Colby Association was behaving as a spoiled child, I would like to point out that the LCA is trying to be a good steward for all the people that use Lake Colby.  This includes the hundreds of kids that go to the Environmental Camp each summer, the picnikers that use Latour Park, the many locals and tourists who use the Village beach, patients and staff at the Medical Center, and the hundreds of fishermen that count on clean water.  The Lake is only 286 acres, is spring fed, and turns over only once every three years.  If the LCA doesn't look out for it who will?  To quote William Chapman White in his essay about Lake Colby "It takes a small lake to develop ... intimate knowledge and, with it, close affection.  That is the return that the small lake pays the man whose only boating is to go round and round the same familiar shores.  That makes it his lake, by love if not by law.  The lake may be shared by other people in other boats.  No matter.  For a man who loves it, it is his.  Even it its name on the map is just Colby Pond."

Sincerely,
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Nancy Keet, President
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